Double aortic arch and persistent left vena cava in a white lion cub (Panthera leo).
A 4-mo-old female white lion (Panthera leo) cub was presented with a 2-wk history of persistent postprandial regurgitation, mild dyspnea, and poor weight gain. The cub was weak and thin but otherwise alert. Survey and contrast radiography revealed a large dilated esophagus cranial to the heart base, with an esophageal filling defect present at the level of the fourth thoracic vertebra. A vascular ring anomaly was tentatively diagnosed. Exploratory thoracotomy revealed a double aortic arch and a persistent left vena cava. The left aortic arch was ligated and divided, and recovery was uneventful. A single episode of regurgitation occurred within the first postoperative month, and the cub gained 5.5 kg in weight during the same time period. Neither double aortic arch nor persistent left vena cava has been reported in a nondomestic felid.